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three Tiapasley Tio-2085 and dwes Tie-
154,

A new joint airerafl constrsction
company b5 to be =t ap by Rossia
and Kyrgyrstan te produce the
Tupohey Tu-34 and Tu-54 light
slreraft. Constrection will be
undertaken af a fosmer defence
plant in Bishkek and will igvolve
4 parnership between Tupolev and
her Drastasn corpoestion, a Kyngps
company  which  cusrently
mamrmfichures noad vehicles, Semmng

Tu-34 lighs usility imnspers and
£% mallion for the Ta-54,

) 5 _.1
. gffering the market a frelghter

“o werslom of Ma preposed MID-11

- alirwieh [ Aircewe, May, p263) ke
o

this year with a view w afficlatly
“lmunching it 12 months later. In

freighter configumation, the stretch

* wpghl enable camiage of am 112

e pury howac] comipeared o RS fonnes
i e corme adncrall. The comgrny
Bas also refined s plars for the
the DL |, which are now beicg
refermed fo under the MD-XNX

" deslgnation, with the loag-rasge
variant designated

. - 14,E25km (8,0000m)
“MeDomnel! Douglas is also

2

by

the MD-XXLE.
The stretched WO-20( wouald sext
Y75 passengers whilst the standand
lengzh MD-XX would be a H)3-
scl aigcraft with a range of around
. Insddivion,

EXETinng e

poreility of bumching
.. npmemmercial freight version of the

E—IT&{iahmmﬂL Dnbbexd the

rvamy 74,900k | 163, 12800} o mesarty
B, T00kg (180,11 51k), whilst rage
coiild also be imcreased by about
2 780km {1, 500n=).

Adfter seveml years of underakong
sueceasfol coarversions of Boeing
T47-100 and -200 siecraft i@bo

freighier configuration, Boeing

* Commercial Adrplane Group”s

Wichita Division is sow offering
freighter comversions of the 747
3. Modification work will be
srrlar 1o il on eartier SoRvErTions,
mchoding removal of all passenges
Provisons, insinlbtion of a bepe side
cargn door, main dack crengthering
and installing & powered cargo
hsndbing system.  Mesdifications
can be compieied in about three
meonths — KLM anmounced its
ind=nhiom w0 convert tao S 5005
B fredghters in Felsnaarny, although
it has yel o asnounce which
Exhification cengre will undertake
the waork, scheduled for 1998,
Ceszna’s Cliation X businzss jei
has received FAA cortiflcation

 passenges and freight

[=sEing, inwolvmg three aircrait in
3,040 hours of flying, Cemficasion
wia gramed on e 3 and deliveries
were schoduled 1o bégn mn e
Jeme, with the first going o godler
Ammald Palmer, whilst

certification is dee in July 1597,

Stavani Cosparatian of Eagan,
Mizmescia. dispite being founded
on July X, 1994 = a company
dedicaied tp the design and
production of certified general
avEakioa acd raliery sircralfl, ks
remained a virtuz] unkmown in the
fiekd, Horwever, Strvait] smmoumioed
on Jupe T thot, ofter five years
work, it has resched the advanced
design stage of & almpbe-onglsed

and B mmﬁmwmﬂ}w is
due 1o debut in late 1997, The
Stalme i desigoed for bigh

oy ik the mbsonle

regime, low opersting cost and &
huigh degree of low ohsenvalnlity. i
Fentes b poission-acpeive, varizble.

gometry wiag, quasdruplex

y-oy-light controd eyssem and
adhanced composite constnacton.
The Stalma will be powersd by 2
155k [15,000b) thrust class
pugmented turbofin, have o
recinans speed of Mach 2.4+ at
33, 0o0H (| 10500 ) e psocimen
groas take-off weight of 30,870k
(46 Hh]. Dimenssans will be &
kemgth of 15.16m (459f %n) xnd
wingapan of 17.43m (37 Jin) at
5* pwoep and % 8%m (204 in) = TS
sweep.  Armmament will include
pne 20mm cEonom and ono
gimmballed, retractable, rearward-
facing chain g s fingd armamene
phas fwo 1o eaght sdr-to-air missiles
a8 standard ordinasce and ap @
8,525kg (21,000ib) of exiermal
sares,

R

LAY EL AREANS

AFGHANISTAMN

far fzh" The romaingg twe will | Sieges

serve s lightly less bzarme purpoes,
pne being converted 1o liviag
et fend the: cther heing moumted:
i & ok &8 an advertising boanfing,
ESTONIA

A consortum led by Masrsk Adr
i o ke & 66% majority stake
in Estondas Alrfines afier beating
aff a competing Bid from SAS,
Final details are still :uib;ﬂl {15]
negatistion bt it is plenmed b
retarn Estonizn to profitabilicy
uﬂ:hm:-nln:mﬂdlqim

Soviet-era types
wuh farther Western aircraf.
Mpcrsk will alao begin schedules
Esstoesen its Bilhund hub and Tallisn
wﬁn:tn.ﬂmmdpmmgmmm
Estesian flighes. o o

FRANCE

ﬁmmm]’ﬂﬂﬁﬂ "o
lﬂl!huh:md.mﬂrdﬂ,

mﬂﬂhmﬂhﬂm'ﬁ
Paris. At this stsge however,
although land will now be bought

# e focation, a decisian oo

ﬁtpmmﬂinlltld

is exill bo e made.
HONDURAS

T B L ST h‘i?ﬂﬁ.h.“‘j“

restert following suspension af
operations on Jasuery 15, 1994,
mad sshengqoent Tasional
camier SAHEA off lts
kxsi three mircrafi oo Juse & — &
Bocing T37-243, Douglas DC-3
and L-188 Electra, The mirline,
foumnded in 1946, got kio finsncial
difficalties parily becsuse of
pompensetion paymeats o ibe
families of the 133 who died when
e of jis arcrafi crashed in 1989,
which ks rezakied i high smance
raies. After that the ik

beased Bosing 7374 umii] is iiml
deomise -

INDIA

Afghan  warlard Genersl
Aburreshid Dostum hes
reportedly established kis awn
niirtime to compete with national
cafrier Arsana Afghan, scconding
b & repoat e Fhe Musiim oo Jans
[1. Called Balkh Airfine, it has
mpparenthy aooquined five umspeciGed
abreraft from soarces im Ruassia,
the UK and Uzbekistin.
izt services from
s stronghold af Mazar-s Sharifin
naribern Afghanisian fo Iran,
Pakistan and Central Asis remablics
ars dus lo commense shanthy,
AUSTRALIA

Amn intzresting mew use for ald
arfiners bas been found i Aarseraa
— Australion dvianow that
mwo al the fowr Tormer i
Aurways Mohawil 298s (comverbed
Maond 2624g), which have afl been
in sioee sinee the sirling's demise
in Mprch 1995, gre 0o be susk off

AR Imierpmational = Julp 1554

Lufthanas has decbied to sever
i Mimales wrl s Ll poglionsl camier
MlodBult, which it belped 3ot up i

1583 with leasing and suppon

[Airscens, Mry 1953,

143 The decision wes reporiedly
dhoe emminky bo finsnedal constraines.
The Genman carrier will now seck

“the return of ithe thees 737-2308

which it supplied fo Modilufl on

five-year lexses.  Bodibaft alss

ancther 737250 eased
mMmm
7700k leased from GE Capitl

INTERNATIOMNAL

An slfiance was amounced oo
Juge 11 betwesm American
Alrfmes and Brifish Alresys
which will creese the workd's Bingest
air roarte netweork, The move has
borwever comisead innenedianie concem
withdn the sirline indasiry akonrt
competitivenoss because of the
growing remd sowends deenination

the tan mmiplmmw:he

of it being & virual monger. The deal
igvolves oo-ordination  of
iransaiiamhc schedules o minimise
overlap (bt mo reduction in the
munbeer of fights, the combmed il
ulnﬁn]:i}:m*-!ﬂpm'wﬁm.
conde-sharing and comirned S
meuﬂﬂnulim
Eﬂ‘nammwlﬁnml
GG of TTEC-US imilie. A d
CJAPAN  HEC
Aﬂu’ﬂlm:ﬂlhmnhlihcﬁ-
ower 30 vears ago, Jupan Alr
Sywieen haa fmally retired biy bt
H.u[cws-:lumudnhm;ﬂi':

-, Foemerky known 1 TOA Do

" ghik nusrmher and i
bas owmed 12 ¥5-11
theee Y5-11-1008 —
ﬂuuhudm

'ﬂ:ljh.l:un'i!'l]i.:tiirﬂh'iﬂﬂim
Africa nefwork.  The agreement
comes inio effect in October

LL S

New Laondon City-based carrier
Alrtines (Adfrrcene,
Diecermitar | 995, pA2f) commenced
services on My 13 when it opersed
ity first foar-times daily seevbeed i
Amsterdam, Initizl equopment s a




“’tuw-mbnskdpm

Aero Ja‘splay aircraft is the
bramf! ' Extra 300L G-MIII
} , seen here
vertical in a loop near
urhg a demonstration
flight on June 12. Firebird's Extra
300 duo, M by Rover and MG,
became mbﬂihed on the display
circuit last year but the new Extra
300L is the firstin the UK. This latest
variant features a new low-wing in
place of the previous mid-wing
layout, making for much better
visibility, a slightly shorter fuselage,
increased span ailerons and a number
of other refinements. Its performance
is even better than the earlier models,
with a mﬂ rate in excess of 400°
per secm whilst the airframe is
g o plus/minus 23G, although
pmnbms 10 for a single

pil’ot ul plus/minus 8 with a

will be painted in a new high-
conspicuity colour scheme
comprising. black undersurfaces
with yellow/black top surfaces.
Once deliveries have been
completed, eight of the older aircraft
will be transferred to the AAC
School of Aviation at Middle Wallop
to replace Chipmunks currently
used to grade prospective Army
pilots. Operations there should
commence in April 1997. It is
then being proposed that. the
remaining ten ‘old’ Fireflies will join
the AEFs at Benson and Newton
where they will be evaluated as
replacements for the Bulldogs.
Military flying training includes
low flying and formation {lying,
which brought much debate as to
whether some or all of these aircraft
should be operated with military
serials. Hunting has no difficulty
with this in principle, but there
could be substantial extra costs to
the Defence budget, which could
negate the cost efficiencies brought
about by contractorisation of
elementary flying training. The
enlarged fleet of over 40 training
aircraft will, therefore, remain on
the civil register until the MoD
has completed its analysis of the
effects of mlh!a.ry regtstrahou
T '
Passmg almost un- not:ced was
the disbandment of 55 (Reserve)
Squadron at Brize Norton on
March 31. Acting as the VC10
operational conversion unit using
borrowed aircraft form 10 and 101
Squadrons, its role will now be
taken over by these two squadrons.

As a prelude to upgrading to
reserve squadron status, the Sea
King Training Unit at RAF St
Mawgan was renamed the Sea
King Operational Conversion
Unit (SKOCU) on April 1.
Following acceptance tests on the
new Sea King HAR.3A at DTEO
Boscombe Down, ZH543 flew to
St Mawgan on March 5 to begin

‘aircrew conversion to the new

variant. Once all six have been

delivered to St Mawgan, prior to

Top and above: Before and after: Former USAir BAel46-200 N171US in
desert storage at Mojave, California, on October 6, 1994, having been
there since retirement in May 1991, and, following extensive refurbishment
by Marshall Aerospace, as G-DEBA, the first aircraft for new UK carrier
Debonair Airways. (Photos, Dave Allport and Norman Pealing)

allocation to 22 Squadron A or B
Flights, the SKOCU will increase
its Sea King complement to around
five and be given reserve squadron
status later this year. Although
the squadron number is yet to be
confirmed, it is thought likely to
become 203R Squadron — the
unit was last operational with
Nimrod MR.1s at Luga, Malta,
but disbanded on December 31,
1977.

A new Rotary Wing Operational
Evaluation Unit (RWOEU) is to
be established at RAF Odiham
which, in addition to overseeing the
introduction of the EH 101 into
service, will also undertake Support
Helicopter Force and SAR helicopter
operation development work. The
RWOEU will come under the
command of the Air Warfare Centre,

(JEFTS] operat:on at Barkston
Heath, thé new JEFTS contract
will commence on July 8, when the
first T67TM-260s will also enter
service, ' Hunting has already
increased its fleet to 18 of the older
model Fireflies, following the
acquisition of two former Hong
Kong Government Flying Service
aircraft earlier this year. By
December 2, 1996, when the Royal
Navy also joins the programme, 12
of the planned 25-27 examples of
the T67M-260 should be in service.
Its main advantage over the older
model is that the more powerful
engine allows a faster climb to
operating altitude, allowing more
time for training, an important
aspect in today’s cost-efficient
climate. All ofthe JEFTS Fireflies

Below: Artist’s impression of the Stavatti Stalma, an advanced multi-role aircraft
design recently unveiled by the American Stavatti Corporation, a company
previously unknown in the field. (Photo, Stavatti Corporation)

now headquartered at RAF*
Waddington.

USA

The first standard length C-130J,
N130JC/94-3026 (c/n 5413) for
the USAF, has made its first
flight. The aircraft was flown
from Dobbins AFB, adjacent to
the Lockheed Martin Marietta plant,
in early June on a six hour 14
minute sortie.

Nearly two years after the last of
209 F-15E Eagles were delivered
in July 1994, the USAF awarded an
order on May 13 for a further six
attrition replacement F-15Es,
with plans to follow this up with
another twelve, six each in fiscal
years 1997 and 1998. Manufacture
of the first batch is scheduled to
begin in October, with the first
delivery expected in November
1998. Production of all 18 aircraft
will be completed during 1999,
along with the Saudi and Israeli Air
Force orders,

Announced by the US Navy on
June 7 was a $404 million contract
award to Bell-Boeing for four
MV-22A Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft
for the US Marine Corps. The
four aircraft are expected to be
completed by December 1999 —
the USMC has a requirement for up
to 425 MV-22As (reduced from
the original 552) to replace CH-46
Sea Knight and CH-53 Sea Stallion
helicopters. The first MV-22B
squadron will be VHMT-204
(redesignated from the current
HMT-204 with CH-46Es and CH-
53Ds) at MCAS New River, North
Carolina, which will reach initial



